
Alternatives Guide for Businesses 
 
 

 
single-use plastic: 

 

 
alternatives: 

 

plastic bags 

 
 

 

paper bags and reusable bags 

          
polystyrene foam  

 
 

paper and compostable containers 

 

plastic straws 

 
 

paper straws, reusable straws or no straws (if medically possible) 

       
 

 
“I’ve used plastic in my business for 40 years or more, but we adopted this because I’m very 
pro-beach and pro beach life. What I found out is that just because a container is opaque 
instead of a clear plastic container isn’t the end of the world. I actually get praise from my 
customers for making the change.” 

Max Goree, proud owner of Pawley’s Island Bakery 
 
"I think the difference is going to be so marginal that we're going to feel better about saving the 
environment. And if we have to raise the price of a sandwich by a penny, the consumer will 
understand as well because they are the ones that made this change." 
 

Roland Feldman, owner of Smoke BBQ in an interview with News 2 



 
Every business is different, but the transition can be made much easier by combining a change in 
products with a change in practices.  
 
For example, encourage customers to bring their own reusable bags to offset increases in cost. You can 
even sell reusable bags with your logo, increasing exposure to your business and reminding your 
customers of their favorite local grocer! Training employees to ask the customer if he or she needs a bag 
or a straw before giving them out can drastically reduce the amount of product you need to purchase. 
As a bonus, these conversations will help increase awareness of the impact single-use plastics have on 
our environment. 
 
While the right supplier may vary depending on your location and the type of business you run, here are 
a few links to help you explore alternatives to single-use plastic products: 
 
www.webstaurantstore.com/green-restaurant-supplies.html 
www.goodstartpackaging.com 
www.biobagusa.com/products/commercial/shopping-produce-bags 
www.greenstaurant.com/ 
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